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California College Guidance Initiative
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Who We Are
▶ Manager of CaliforniaColleges.edu, the 

State of California’s official college and 
career planning platform

▶ A legislatively-designated, authorized 
service provider to all California school 
districts (California Education Code 
60900.5)

▶ A crucial component of California’s 
Cradle-to-Career System, as established 
by AB 132 and funded by Proposition 98

Who We Are Not
▶ A vendor

▶ A grant-funded program

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=60900.5
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=60900.5
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


What We Do
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▶ We provide college and career 
planning tools to students and 
educators through 
CaliforniaColleges.edu.

▶ We connect California systems, 
including integrations with all three 
public higher education systems (CCC, 
CSU, UC) and the California Student Aid 
Commission (CSAC).

▶ We partner with school districts to 
bring high school students’ transcript 
data to CaliforniaColleges.edu. 

CaliforniaColleges.edu is free to all public school districts 
that serve 6th-12th grade students in California.
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https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Chabot Area Counseling Collaborative Districts 
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Partner Districts Onboarding Districts

San Leandro Unified 
School District ‘23

Fremont Unified 
School District

Oakland Unified 
School District ‘23

Newark Unified 
School District

San Lorenzo Unified 
School District ‘23

Emery Unified 
School District

Hayward Unified 
School District ‘18 Engagement Started 

New Haven Unified 
School District ‘23

Castro Valley 
Unified School District
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What is CaliforniaColleges.edu?
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 The state of California’s official college and career planning platform.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_JsBdMaxht7wgoWw8Ws2bQN5ZDpSbOxB/preview
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Connecting California’s Systems

School District 

Student launches applications 
from CaliforniaColleges.edu 

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Financial Aid Tools 



Financial Aid Tools
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We provide students with: We provide educators with:

Application Launch

Offer Comparison Tool

Student Progress Tracking

AB 469 Compliance

Financial Aid Lessons Data & Reporting Tools

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


The Financial Aid Tools
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https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=et8X99NB0xQ


Alignment to Financial Aid State Policies

Universal FAFSA/CA Dream Act Applications (EC 51225.7)

Financial Aid Education for High School Students (EC 51225.8)

Established by AB 2015 (2018), districts are required to ensure that each student receives 
information about how to complete and submit FAFSA or CADAA, prior to entering Grade 12. 

▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Grade 11 Financial Aid Lessons for Students
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Financial Aid Lesson Completion Report for Educators

Established by AB 469 (2021), districts are required to confirm that each 12th grade student has 
completed their financial aid application or has been opted out by a parent/legal guardian.

▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Grade 12 Financial Aid Lessons for Students
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu FAFSA/CADAA Application Integration
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu FAFSA/CADAA Status report for Educators
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Steps for linking applications
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In order to link accounts and create the connection that results in actionable data for 
students and educators, the following key steps are required: 

1 Student signs-in to CaliforniaColleges.edu 

2
While the application window is open, 
the student launches their FAFSA or CADAA 
from CaliforniaColleges.edu

3 Student signs in to their FAFSA or CADAA 
account using a personal email

Steps 1 & 2 are the same for CCC, CSU, UC, FAFSA and CADAA applications  
At Step 3, the student signs in to their account for the respective system                                   

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Let’s Explore Together 

13CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Use the next few minutes to explore the platform as a student 

1
Go to CaliforniaColleges.edu and click Login

▶ Log In to the Demo Account below
▶ User Name: senior4@demo.edu Password: Pass12345

2

Click the green My Financial Aid Plan button.
▶ Click on module 1 "Complete Prep Work for Your 

FAFSA or CADAA".

▶ Click through the lesson Prepare to Apply for FAFSA or 

CADAA.

▶ Click the checklist icon (        ) at the top right hand 

corner, and review the checklist. 

▶ Click the gear icon (    ) at the top of the page to the 
right of the financial aid checklist icon. Then click all 
grades. Now you are able to see all the financial aid 
modules available to 6th-10th and 11th graders. 

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
mailto:senior4@demo.edu


Financial Aid Reporting Tools Demo
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Experience CaliforniaColleges.edu platform functionalities from the 
Educator perspective like you saw in the demonstration

12th Grade Account

User Name: counselor@demo.edu    

Password: Pass12345 

Demo Account

Platform Demonstration

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
mailto:Senior4@demo.edu


Support for Districts



6th-12th Grade Lesson Plans
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Lessons Action Plan

CaliforniaColleges.edu Lessons have been crosswalked to the Common Core 
Standards 2017, ACSA Mindset & Behavior Standards, CCSS College & Career 
Readiness benchmarks, AVID Standards, and the California T-SEL competencies.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lENDGRvRGWxr84n3eTNFydZ7WRo8Uzo6n9Db3aVZLLY/edit#gid=1954627000


MTSS Mapping
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CaliforniaColleges.edu: MTSS Lesson & Activities Action Plan

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/195x4HBWGLjoA4_AsbAEC6aMQgme28engZWnztZjT_sQ/edit#gid=222708901


Did you know….



Translation features
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CaliforniaColleges.edu is available in the language of the user’s choice.                    

Step 1:  From any screen on CaliforniaColleges.edu, 
                 right click and select ‘Translate  to […]” from the   
                 dropdown.                                                       

Step 2:  Google Translate box will open at the top of your  
                 screen.  Click on the three dots          icon, then     
                 ‘Choose another language’

Step 3:  Select the language you want from the drop-down, 
                   then click “Done”:

 

Use these step to use Google Translate on CaliforniaColleges.edu: 
 

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Tools for Parents
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CaliforniaColleges.edu empowers parents to take an active role in their 
child’s college and career planning

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Parent Accounts for Partner Districts
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Parents can VIEW their student’s activity on CaliforniaColleges.edu when they 
register their account.

▶ Student must have a registered account before 
the parent can create one

▶ Many districts only create accounts for their middle 
and high school students, which may or may not 
include 6th grade.

▶ To register a parent account they will need to know 
their student’s school ID number

▶ CaliforniaColleges.edu is translatable in multiple 
languages

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Resources - Exit Survey

Scan Me!

https://bit.ly/46YJxTc



Questions?



Appendices
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▶ About AB 132 and the Cradle-to-Career Data System - learn about the role of 
CaliforniaColleges.edu in the State’s data system

▶ CaliforniaColleges.edu Resource Hub -  a single site that compiles resources for students, parents 
and educators, including step-by-step informational guides to support use of the tools, video 
demonstrations, and testimonials from those who’ve used platform

▶ Virtual Training Series for Administrators and Counselors - Pre-recorded videos demonstrating use 
of key areas of CaliforniaCollegese.edu that educators can access at any time. 

▶ Subscribe to our mailing list - get important announcements about CaliforniaColleges.edu 
enhancements and other updates

▶ CCGI Newsroom -  see where our work has been featured by local, state and national media outlets, as 
well as numerous studies & reports that feature our approaches and impact

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GEklsoW459p6cneB3FeDKiWAdyaCgimx/view
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/resourcehub/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/virtual-trainings-partner-districts
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/news/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/newsroom/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


26CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Experience CaliforniaColleges.edu platform functionalities from the 
Educator perspective like you saw in the demonstration

12th Grade Account

User Name: counselor@demo.edu    

Password: Pass12345 

Demo Account

Platform Demonstration

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
mailto:Senior4@demo.edu


Educator Report Experience

1

Click on the Report Management 
section under the Manage Reports and 
select the “Financial Aid” report type. 
Then select the report titled “What is 
the status of FAFSA/California 
Dream Act Application launches 
CaliforniaColleges.edu?”

2
Once the report is generated scroll 
down to review the results. Student 
application statuses will appear under 
the FAFSA/Dream Act Status.  

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Educator Report Experience

1

Click on the Report Management 
section under the Manage Reports and 
select the “Financial Aid” report type. 
Then select the report titled “How are 
students progressing toward 
completing the financial aid 
modules?”

2
Once the report is generated scroll 
down to review the results. The report 
shows students' progress toward 
completing the financial aid modules. 

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.
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Thank You!


