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Who We Are
➔ State-funded nonprofit.
➔ Manager of CaliforniaColleges.edu.
➔ Critical part of infrastructure for the 

Cradle-to-Career system.

Why We’re Here
➔ To smooth the path to college and career for all 

California students.
➔ To ensure equitable outcomes for all students, 

especially the underserved.

What We Do
➔ College and career planning.
➔ Capacity building.
➔ Provide data-informed tools to students, parents, 

and educators.

Visit the Cradle-to-Career Website

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://c2c.ca.gov/


What is CaliforniaColleges.edu?
California’s official college and career planning platform.

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Built for Californians Designed to meet the specific needs of California students, parents, educators, and 
school districts.

Connects California Systems The only platform integrated with all three state public higher education systems 
(CCC, CSU, UC) and the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC). 

Written into California Ed. Code CaliforniaColleges.edu is authorized service provider for all California 
school districts.

Funded by the State of California CaliforniaColleges.edu is funded by by the State of California through 
Proposition 98.

Critical part of infrastructure for the California’s Cradle-to-Career system AB 132 outlines specific 
steps in order to implement the Cradle-to-Career System and realize its objectives, including making 
CaliforniaColleges.edu tools and services free to all California school districts serving 6-12th grade students and 
designating CaliforniaColleges.edu as the preferred starting point for all applications to California public colleges, 
FAFSA and CADAA.
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https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


CaliforniaColleges.edu is an infrastructure that can help your collaborative make 
significant progress on four of the Strategies from the Recovery with Equity Report:

High Tech, High Touch Advising
We provide comprehensive, customized sets of lessons and tools for students, actionable reporting for 
educators, and streamlined intersegmental processes. 

College Preparation and Early Credit
We provide “a-g” coursework verification and eligibility tracking for CSU and UC, as well as support 
implementation of the A-G Completion and Improvement Grants.

College Affordability
We provide lessons and tools to help students understand their financial aid options and submit their 
FAFSA or California Dream Act Application, as well as support implementation of AB 469 and AB 2015.
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Our Role in Recovery with Equity

Student Retention through Inclusive Support
Free tier one tools and resources to all 6-12 grade students and educators in California. We also partner 
with school districts to further support data monitoring and targeted student interventions.

https://postsecondarycouncil.ca.gov/RecoveryWithEquity.pdf
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/partner-districts


CCGI Partner Districts
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Our Partner Districts include nearly 200 school 
districts and serve more than 1 million 9th-12th 
grade students in California.

And each year, our partner list continues to grow!    

More than 50% of California’s high school students are enrolled in a 
school district that has partnered with CCGI.

▼ See who our Partner Districts are ▼

californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/list-of-partner-districts/

5

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Counties with school 
district partners

http://californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/list-of-partner-districts/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


What is CaliforniaColleges.edu?
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CaliforniaColleges.edu is the state of California’s official college and 
career planning platform.
Benefits of a CaliforniaColleges.edu account include access to free tools to help students with:

Career
Planning

College
Planning

Financial
Aid

Progress
Tracking

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


What Tools are Available on 
CaliforniaColleges.edu?
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CaliforniaColleges.edu provides tools to empower students and 
educators alike.

We provide students with: We provide educators with:

● College and career planning 
tools in one place

● Ability to track student 
progress and better target 
interventions

● Data and reporting tools to 
help districts comply with 
regulatory requirements

● Career exploration tools

● College and major 
search tools

● Financial aid lessons

● CSU/UC eligibility tools

● College and financial 
aid application 
integration 

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Career Assessments
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Our career assessments can help students identify their values, interests, learning 
styles, and personalities and learn how they can connect to fulfilling careers.

Our assessments include:

▶ Interest Profiler

▶ Work Values

▶ Learning & Productivity

▶ Intelligences

▶ Personality

▶ Skills

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Career Search Tool
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Our Career Search Tool helps students find the right career path by 
figuring out what they want to be and what it will take for them to get 
there.
CaliforniaColleges.edu allows 
students to:

▶ Explore careers that match their 
interests.

▶ Learn what careers involve.

▶ Dee what kind of pay and growth 
potential jobs offer.

▶ Understand what education and 
skills they will need to pursue 
their career of choice.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


College and Major Search Tools
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Our College and Major Search Tools allow students to find what majors will help 
them achieve their career goals and what colleges best meet their needs.

Our Major Search Tool allows 
students to discover programs and 
majors that interest them, learn more 
about what they involve, and find 
colleges that offer them.

Our College Search Tool helps 
students find the best colleges in 
California and across the country, 
based on the factors that matter most 
to them.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


CSU and UC Eligibility Tools (Students)
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Students in Partner Districts can use CSU and UC Eligibility Tools to 
quickly track their progress toward meeting “a-g” requirements.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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College and Financial Aid Application 
Integrations

Students can launch college and financial aid applications directly from 
CaliforniaColleges.edu and track their progress.

COLLEGE

FINANCIAL 
AID

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


What is CaliforniaColleges.edu?
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Javier & Yvonne
Student & Educator

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1nV27OQ-Vmwsci1bZPSMgnaJwXiFMTE23/preview
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Financial Aid Tools
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We provide students with: We provide educators with:

Application Launch

Offer Comparison Tool

Student Progress Tracking

AB 2015/469 Compliance

Financial Aid Lessons Data & Reporting Tools

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Alignment to Financial Aid State Policies

Universal FAFSA/CA Dream Act Applications (EC 51225.7)

Financial Aid Education for High School Students (EC 51225.8)

Established by AB 2015 (2018), districts are required to ensure that each student receives 
information about how to complete and submit FAFSA or CADAA, prior to entering Grade 12. 

▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Grade 11 Financial Aid Lessons for Students
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Financial Aid Lesson Completion Report for Educators

Established by AB 469 (2021), districts are required to confirm that each 12th grade student has 
completed their financial aid application or has been opted out by a parent/legal guardian.

▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Grade 12 Financial Aid Lessons for Students
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu FAFSA/CADAA Application Integration
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu FAFSA/CADAA Status report for Educators
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https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


16CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Educators in partner districts can run reports to monitor student 
progress on their activities on CaliforniaColleges.edu.

Tools for Educators

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YJvgaHWqxLU1Ut4rRvCzL3xpYuyoCf1p/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YJvgaHWqxLU1Ut4rRvCzL3xpYuyoCf1p/preview


Educator Perspectives on 
CaliforniaColleges.edu
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https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1C34-9X013758Z7xOdIeFLJmqHFSYypey/preview


Questions?



CaliforniaColleges.edu Demo
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Reflection

How could you leverage 
CaliforniaColleges.edu to 

support your district’s 
goals?

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Next Steps



District Partnership Roadmap
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Contact Us
CommunityEngagement@CaliforniaColleges.edu


