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California College Guidance Initiative
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Who We Are
▶ Manager of CaliforniaColleges.edu, the 

State of California’s official college and 
career planning platform

▶ A legislatively-designated, authorized 
service provider to all California school 
districts (California Education Code 
60900.5)

▶ A crucial component of California’s 
Cradle-to-Career System, as established 
by AB 132 and funded by Proposition 98

Who We Are Not
▶ A vendor

▶ A grant-funded program

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=60900.5
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=60900.5
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


What We Do
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▶ We provide college and career 
planning tools to students and 
educators through 
CaliforniaColleges.edu.

▶ We connect California systems, 
including integrations with all three 
public higher education systems (CCC, 
CSU, UC) and the California Student Aid 
Commission (CSAC).

▶ We partner with school districts to 
bring high school students’ transcript 
data to CaliforniaColleges.edu. 

CaliforniaColleges.edu is free to all public school districts 
that serve 6th-12th grade students in California.

4CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


CCGI Partner Districts
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Our Partner Districts include about 200 school districts 
that serve more than 1 million 9th-12th grade students 
in California.

And each year, our partner list continues to grow!    

More than 50% of California’s high school students are enrolled in a school 
district that has partnered with CCGI.

▼ See who our Partner Districts are ▼

californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/list-of-partner-districts/

5

Counties with school 
district partners

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

http://californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/list-of-partner-districts/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Santa Clara County and Neighboring Districts 
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Partner Districts Onboarding Districts
Santa Clara Unified 
School District ‘21

Morgan Hill 
Unified School District

Milpitas Unified 
School District ‘22

Palo Alto Unified 
School District ‘22

Gilroy Unified 
School District ‘23

Campbell Union 
High School District ‘23

Fremont Unified 
School District ‘23

East Side Union 
High School ‘23

San Francisco Unified 
School District ’23

Oakland Unified 
School District ‘23 

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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Pre-Partnership
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1
Exploratory Engagement

CCGI holds conversations and meetings to 
determine district interest in partnership and 
alignment to district goals. 

2
Intent to Partner

District Leader submits ITP when they are 
ready to proceed with partnership.  Within 
the ITP, the District Leader names key 
members of the district staff who will lead 
CCGI partnership work.

3
Pre-                             

Partnership                  
Meeting

CCGI team members meet with the District 
Point of Contact, Data Lead, and CMP Lead 
named in the ITP. This meeting is designed to 
help these key contacts understand what 
partnership is, what their role will be, and 
next steps

4
Contracting

CCGI sends District an MOU. The District 
moves the MOU through its internal 
contracting processes.

You 
Are 

Here

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Overview of CaliforniaColleges.edu



What is CaliforniaColleges.edu? 
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We provide students with: We provide educators with:

Career Exploration

College & Major Search

College & Financial Aid 
Application Integrations

Financial Aid Lessons

CSU & UC Eligibility Tools

Reporting Tools 
to support timely and 

intentional intervention

A-G Progress Monitoring

Data Alignment Support

College & Financial Aid 
Application Tracking

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Career Assessments
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The career assessments can help students identify their values, interests, 
learning styles, and personalities and learn how they can connect to fulfilling 
careers.

The assessments include:

▶ Interest Profiler (All Students)

▶ Learning & Productivity (Middle 
School Students)

▶ Intelligences (High School Students)

▶ Personality (High School Students)

▶ Skills (High School Students)

▶ Work Values Survey (High School 
Students)

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Career Search Tool
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The career search tool helps students find the right career path by figuring 
out what they want to be and what it will take for them to get there.
CaliforniaColleges.edu allows 
students to:

▶ Explore careers that match their 
interests.

▶ See what kind of pay and growth 
potential jobs offer.

▶ Ties career assessment results to  
career pathways, majors and 
colleges.

▶ Understand what education and 
skills they will need to pursue their 
career of choice.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


College and Major Search Tools
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The College and Major Search Tools allow students to find what majors will help 
them achieve their career goals and what colleges best meet their needs.

The Major Search Tool allows 
students to discover programs and 
majors that interest them, learn more 
about what they involve, and find 
colleges that offer them.

The College Search Tool helps 
students find the best colleges in 
California and across the country, 
based on the factors that matter most 
to them.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


CSU/UC Eligibility Tools
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Students in partner districts can use CSU and UC eligibility tools to 
quickly track their progress toward meeting “a-g” requirements.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Financial Aid Tools
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The financial aid tools offer a sequence 
of lessons that can be used with students to 
learn about the cost of college and how 
financial aid can help to pay for it.

In Grade 12, the lessons help students 
prepare for FAFSA/CADAA, launch their 
FAFSA or CADAA application, and 
walks them through the steps to secure aid.

Through CaliforniaColleges.edu, students can access tools that will help 
them learn about, plan for, and apply for financial aid.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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Connecting California’s Systems

School District 

Student launches applications 
from CaliforniaColleges.edu 

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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Cal State Apply Course Import

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/15wFBNw4gd7l4CLM0VmSgZ0AdtGvKwhSK/preview
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Experience CaliforniaColleges.edu platform functionalities from the 
Student perspective 

12th Grade Account

User Name: senior4@demo.edu 

8th Grade Account

User Name: 8a@demo.edu  

Password: Pass12345 

Demo Account

Platform Demonstration

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
mailto:senior4@demo.edu
mailto:8a@demo.edu


Educator Tools



Reporting Tools for Educators
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1 Encourage shared responsibility by allowing 
educators to pull reports at any time. 

2 Allows educators to export reports into XSLX or 
CSV formats, depending on your needs.

3
Help educators plan collective efforts and/or 
provide targeted intervention by showing 
students’ progress.

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Educators can run reports to monitor student progress on their activities 
on CaliforniaColleges.edu.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Reporting Tools for Educators
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Track your student’s progress at every stage of the journey.

How to Run Reports:

▶ Select a report Category

▶ Select a report Name

▶ Click Run Report.

Our reports help educators plan 
collective efforts and/or provide 
targeted intervention by showing 
students’ progress.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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Now you will be able to experience the CaliforniaColleges.edu platform 
functionalities from the counselor perspective.

Site Admin Account

User Name: Siteadmin@demo.edu  

Password: Pass12345 

Demo Account

Platform Demonstration

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
mailto:Senior4@demo.edu


6th-12th Grade Lesson Plans

23

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

The 6th-12th grade lesson plans guide students through a series of 
developmentally-appropriate college and career planning activities, so 
students can:

Discover their path

Plan for their future

Launch their plan

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Curriculum and Lesson Plans
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Each grade-level activity has 
an associated lesson plan that 
educators can use during 
instructional time and 
counseling interventions.

Our lessons are:

➔ Trackable.

➔ Sequential but flexible.

➔ Aligned to standards.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


College & Career Readiness Lessons
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Lessons Action Plan

CaliforniaColleges.edu Lessons have been crosswalked to the Common Core 
Standards 2019, ACSA Mindset & Behavior Standards, CCSS College & Career 
Readiness benchmarks, AVID Standards, the California T-SEL competencies.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lENDGRvRGWxr84n3eTNFydZ7WRo8Uzo6n9Db3aVZLLY/edit#gid=1954627000


Pittsburg USD Lessons 
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Pittsburg USD Lesson Plans

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://phs.pittsburgusd.net/Scholars--Families/Counseling/California-Colleges-Guidance-Initiative/index.html


Counselor Scope and Sequence Sample 
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Sample Scope and Sequence - Santa Clara USD

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:b3d2d63d-8214-32ff-9671-fee062af63a0


MTSS Mapping
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CaliforniaColleges.edu: MTSS Lesson & Activities Action Plan

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/195x4HBWGLjoA4_AsbAEC6aMQgme28engZWnztZjT_sQ/edit#gid=222708901


Lesson Sequence

▶ English:
○ 9-11: Academic Planner
○ 12: Launch MVC Application

▶ Math: 
○ 9-12: College Research Presentation 
○ 9-12: College Research Worksheets 

▶ Social Science:
○ 10 – Multiple Intelligences  and Worksheet
○ 11 – Do What You Are  and Worksheet
○ 12 – Launch FAFSA (Counselors Facilitate) 

▶ Science: 
○ 9-12: Career Research 
○ 9-12: Career Research Worksheets 

▶ World Language/Business/VAPA/Other: 
○ 9-12: Journal Entries
○ 9-12: CCGI Notes Worksheet

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2022 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Julian McDaniels
Assistant Principal, Vista Del Lago High School 

Former Social Science & AVID teacher

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2ffile%2fd%2f1R-UROms3gdshNwYkeu1Ud2syjSbIG4Yv%2fview%3fusp%3dsharing&c=E,1,5hLCR8I_zypJI7_UNOz9KcyJo0Cw49azpG75JyinA8jVL8hXCQKSLMHBOeD-nVa4JEk10SYdFQnfmGhyrsi6VtWzBfOkLNFUkF5OZnPTmCSJr3kYmI_ISms,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2ffile%2fd%2f1Hst4DuYCG-icHhZg7V-FoKbqGjA72rit%2fview%3fusp%3dsharing&c=E,1,PMQqwX2Lwc4vOJWaI6lt5KDGKNd-4zoZ6oCZKr2d7TDQnOh4Br0jGAsPxkqQ6I4DBk5lXOkAiEzBsXcrA6HOessyXO6vP2lCuJTvywn9dF-Dum_N&typo=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PAgDZ6aTGrOM9kCwI8BJpN5QlfJZFhZSovsA-Tfb46Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PAgDZ6aTGrOM9kCwI8BJpN5QlfJZFhZSovsA-Tfb46Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qeA9AIVp1Tn5bG8-II8cxtz-XlDAq6LLY5mbOpWr42s/edit?usp=sharing
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1NBIL40yOOLYGP6LvXsMHKF1Bw3gXBF-S&c=E,1,I1JgkXI1hyWpzjbTG6HkvHDg_iPWAsWmFwsDnHiroC0vd-sPjmsWtLG-Rvb34kDBQsdPbDweqn3wyIfZ4t1fpEWN-pILjVodR1OVCe1OsYE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1tDXnkgP1h6X5taWrTdlcA5a6MPulyhsXVY3ZK50jn0I&c=E,1,3uwiVjXw6Zu0kQ7ALBJGP56P-6MOHEj8LZUC5U8gBdeTMLo4TWK2biWzfxX15d7MD204eTCTA5wiYQr8YLAICQG4P5AB1AxmgBGcwdZzDYgQoQSyMfxC&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1pgcubHjMpoyEYVmkc6yYUMq-5jrfk_2B&c=E,1,a71W8CRqIUmSutGkvn1ZKi-8grZYyiLwzsu_HycZvXzlY4z4c47-zDucLSe9GHxZAGekU432nCU5tMDlYxnfjqKmUGZt2Lk9AtKnfJW4MfvSPgLi&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1ELhUf-7dQAHSB0s6zG1xvdr78SiefU8reRjAwnolXy0&c=E,1,7qMS2-4EU08_xwiRpRcFM7BquiJfBhzyNpvTvGMGV39Mbzc3jEMjSJ59sf_f1Ix1ds5Ik8Z8xIoid2U-r5KsiS1svomqzpYZNuG3JVnsiQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1eRlXshMCXSVmEO-yyCeJgI7Q6K0rLF4e&c=E,1,WIwaj6KM-r3p5lQhSgIKnxfFmovOWS3h7FQTtx3gYeFSJ5Sf1G6dp_LkOm3-z1ZUiJQztzi6P7YNAoRU1Ppz5IIJbT_yYjImRV0jBjdR&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1IbRPfWxp6xU6Ly5s2xKXXGm1lWJhu_ap3NkWKT6ppZU&c=E,1,zsrXi6cQTtsIwjhYSRb0Dd6HSEAqlvIhQnqNa1x63SS4DuojJQpOPjGlVyYYcNUEBpe1nzCdcUsleuHb_5GkyTfuw_lV3p2YU_G1iCduKzZs938,&typo=1
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


A School Leader’s Experience

▶ “Hughson High School has a Portfolio Project and Senior 
Exit Interview that has been a part of our district graduation 
requirements for the last couple decades.

▶ In 2019-2020, HHS transitioned from a paper ‘binder’ 
portfolio format to use of CaliforniaColleges.edu.

▶ The initial team built out the sequence of required 
grade-level activities CaliforniaColleges.edu for our staff and 
students.

▶ The portfolio requirement is embedded in the history classes 
with lessons throughout the school year. The middle school 
has a counselor who presents lessons to each class instead. 

▶ Student progress is electronically stored and maintained from 
middle school through graduation in 
CaliforniaColleges.edu.”

PORTFOLIO PROJECT AND 
SENIOR EXIT INTERVIEW 

REQUIREMENT
All students participate in our 

portfolio project. Students learn and 
practice communication skills, 

problem solving, and team building 
skills. They measure their own 

personal and academic growth over 
time, and catalog examples of their 
best work. All seniors will have their 

portfolio assessed and will participate 
in a required senior exit interview. In 
preparation for this interview, students 
will develop resumes, applications, 

practice job seeking skills and 
interviewing skills in addition to 

preparing the four year portfolio for 
review and evaluation. 

HHS Graduation Requirements

Natalie Moring
Assistant Principal, Hughson High School

Natalie Moring 
Assistant Principal, Hughson High School



Financial Aid Lessons & FAFSA/CADAA 
Applications



The Financial Aid Tools
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https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=et8X99NB0xQ


Financial Aid Tools
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We provide students with: We provide educators with:

Application Launch

Offer Comparison Tool

Student Progress Tracking

AB 469 Compliance

Financial Aid Lessons Data & Reporting Tools

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Steps for linking applications
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In order to link accounts and create the connection that results in actionable data for 
students and educators, the following key steps are required: 

1 Student signs-in to CaliforniaColleges.edu 

2
While the application window is open, 
the student launches their FAFSA or CADAA 
from CaliforniaColleges.edu

3 Student signs in to their FAFSA or CADAA 
account using a personal email

Steps 1 & 2 are the same for CCC, CSU, UC, FAFSA and CADAA applications  
At Step 3, the student signs in to their account for the respective system                                   

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Did you know….



Tools for Parents
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CaliforniaColleges.edu empowers parents to take an active role in their 
child’s college and career planning

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Parent Accounts for Partner Districts
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Parents can VIEW their student’s activity on CaliforniaColleges.edu when they 
register their account.

▶ Student must have a registered account before 
the parent can create one

▶ Many districts only create accounts for their middle 
and high school students, which may or may not 
include 6th grade.

▶ To register a parent account they will need to know 
their student’s school ID number

▶ CaliforniaColleges.edu is translatable in multiple 
languages

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Translation features
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CaliforniaColleges.edu is available in the language of the user’s choice.                    

Step 1:  From any screen on CaliforniaColleges.edu, 
                 right click and select ‘Translate  to […]” from the   
                 dropdown.                                                       

Step 2:  Google Translate box will open at the top of your  
                 screen.  Click on the three dots          icon, then     
                 ‘Choose another language’

Step 3:  Select the language you want from the drop-down, 
                   then click “Done”:

 

Use these step to use Google Translate on CaliforniaColleges.edu: 
 

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Appendices
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▶ About AB 132 and the Cradle-to-Career Data System - learn about the role of 
CaliforniaColleges.edu in the State’s data system

▶ CaliforniaColleges.edu Resource Hub -  a single site that compiles resources for students, parents 
and educators, including step-by-step informational guides to support use of the tools, video 
demonstrations, and testimonials from those who’ve used platform

▶ Virtual Training Series for Administrators and Counselors - Pre-recorded, 30 minute videos 
demonstrating use of key areas of CaliforniaCollegese.edu that educators can access at any time. 

▶ Subscribe to our mailing list - get important announcements about CaliforniaColleges.edu 
enhancements and other updates

▶ CCGI Newsroom -  see where our work has been featured by local, state and national media outlets, as 
well as numerous studies & reports that feature our approaches and impact

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GEklsoW459p6cneB3FeDKiWAdyaCgimx/view
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/virtual-trainings-partner-districts
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/news/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/newsroom/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Resources - Exit Survey

Scan Me!



Next Steps and Questions?



Thank You!





CSU Eligibility Tool & 
Application Information  



CMP-Verified coursework in 
CaliforniaColleges.edu

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Validation for CMP-verified courses

In this example, a Grade of D in Math II A has been validated by higher level coursework

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Courses that are not CMP-verified

Courses in Yellow 
are those where the 
district indicates the 
course as meeting an 
a-g subject area, but this 
cannot be verified
 against the CMP

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


CSU Application Info 
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The CSU Application Info screen shows how the student’s coursework data will import to Cal State Apply

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Alignment to Financial Aid State Policies

Universal FAFSA/CA Dream Act Applications (EC 51225.7)

Financial Aid Education for High School Students (EC 51225.8)

Established by AB 2015 (2018), districts are required to ensure that each student receives 
information about how to complete and submit FAFSA or CADAA, prior to entering Grade 12. 

▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Grade 11 Financial Aid Lessons for Students
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Financial Aid Lesson Completion Report for Educators

Established by AB 469 (2021), districts are required to confirm that each 12th grade student has 
completed their financial aid application or has been opted out by a parent/legal guardian.

▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu Grade 12 Financial Aid Lessons for Students
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu FAFSA/CADAA Application Integration
▶ Aligns to: CaliforniaColleges.edu FAFSA/CADAA Status report for Educators

49CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/

