
CaliforniaColleges.edu 
 for Middle School

San Jose Unified 
November 28, 2023



Agenda
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Introductions and Welcome

CCGI Overview

Career Assessments & College 
Search Tools

Platform Demo

Questions and Next Steps

“All California students deserve 
the opportunity to earn a 
college degree and pursue the 
career of their dreams. 

CaliforniaColleges.edu makes 
it possible for students to plan 
their career, apply to college, 
and get financial aid - for free - 
all on one website.” 

— Governor Gavin Newsom

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


What is CaliforniaColleges.edu?
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CaliforniaColleges.edu is the state of California’s official college and 
career planning platform.
Benefits of a CaliforniaColleges.edu account include access to free tools to help students with their:

Career
Planning

College
Planning

Financial
Aid

Progress
Tracking

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Career and College Tools



Career Exploration & College Planning Tools
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Through CaliforniaColleges.edu, students can access tools that will help 
them with their college and career planning. These tools include:

Career Assessments College & Major Search Tools

Learning & Productivity

Intelligences
Major Search

College Search

Work Values

Interest Profiler

Career Search

Personality

Skills

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Career Assessments
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The career assessments can help students identify their values, interests, 
learning styles, and personalities and learn how they can connect to fulfilling 
careers.

Our assessments include:

▶ Interest Profiler
▶ Work Values

▶ Learning & Productivity
▶ Intelligences

▶ Personality

▶ Skills

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Interest Profiler
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The Interest Profiler helps students discover how their interests connect to 
different careers as well as discover their strengths, preferences, and areas they 
can focus on as they work towards their goals.

▶ The Interest Profiler asks questions 
about how much students like or 
dislike different work activities.

▶ The profiler then provides students 
with a list of careers that match the 
activities they like and will show 
students a list of careers they can 
research.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Learning and Productivity Assessment 
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The Learning and Productivity assessment asks students questions about how they 
learn best, then uses their answers to highlight which styles of learning and what 
kind of learning environments might work best for them.

Learning & Productivity analyzes 16 
preferences based on student answers. 
These preferences are categorized by 
analyzing student responses in the 
areas of:

▶ Immediate Environment
▶ Physical Needs
▶ Emotionality
▶ Sociological Needs

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Career Search Tool
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The Career Search Tool helps students find the right career path by figuring 
out what they want to be and what it will take for them to get there.

CaliforniaColleges.edu allows 
students to:

▶ Explore careers that match their 
interests.

▶ Learn what careers involve.

▶ See what kind of pay and growth 
potential jobs offer.

▶ Understand what education and 
skills they will need to pursue their 
career of choice.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


College and Major Search Tools
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The College and Major Search Tools allow students to find what majors will help 
them achieve their career goals and what colleges best meet their needs.

The Major Search Tool allows 
students to discover programs and 
majors that interest them, learn more 
about what they involve, and find 
colleges that offer them.

THe College Search Tool helps 
students find the best colleges in 
California and across the country, 
based on the factors that matter most 
to them.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Filters Meet Student Needs
Search options support students in finding schools based on multiple 
factors that are important to them. 

Specialty Schools 
▶ Women’s Only
▶ Men’s Only
▶ Asian American and Native American Pacific 

Islander-Serving Institution 
▶ Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-Serving Institution 
▶ Hispanic-Serving Institution 
▶ Historically Black College or University
▶ Tribal College

Religious Affiliation 
▶ Select an Affiliation 
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https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Sorting Feature

Students can sort the snapshot data alphabetically or numerically.
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https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


My Journal
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My Journal allows students to reflect about their past, make connections to 
the present, and plan for their future.

Students can use the My Journal Tool to 
examine where they have been, where they 
are, and where they want to be in their 
college and career journey.

▶ To access the tool, students can sign 
into their account, hover over My Plan 
in the top menu, then click on My 
Journal.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


My Goals
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My Goals helps keep students on track by allowing students to identify, set, 
and monitor their academic, college, and career goals.

My Goals focuses on defining goals that are 
specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, 
and timely, often referred to as “SMART 
goals.”

▶ To access the tool, hover over My Plan 
in the top menu, then click on My 
Goals.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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Experience CaliforniaColleges.edu platform functionalities from the 
student perspective like you saw in the demonstration.

8th Grade Account

User Name: 8f@demo.edu     

Password: Pass12345 

Demo Account

Platform Demonstration

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
mailto:8f@demo.edu


Educator Tools 



17CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Ultimately, there are many ways to use CaliforniaColleges.edu – 
whether it’s for improving student success outcomes or making it easier 
for educators to target interventions where they are needed most.

Ways to Use CaliforniaColleges.edu

College and 
Financial 

Aid 
Applications

College 
and Career 
Planning 

Tools

Data and 
Reporting 

Tools

Student
Account 

Management

Data 
Alignment

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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Educators in Partner Districts can run reports to monitor student 
progress on their activities on CaliforniaColleges.edu.

Tools for Educators

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YJvgaHWqxLU1Ut4rRvCzL3xpYuyoCf1p/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YJvgaHWqxLU1Ut4rRvCzL3xpYuyoCf1p/preview


Curriculum and Lesson Plans
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Each grade-level activity has 
an associated lesson plan that 
educators can use during 
instructional time and 
counseling interventions.

Our lessons are:

➔ Trackable.

➔ Sequential but flexible.

➔ Aligned to standards.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Scope and Sequence
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Sample Scope and Sequence - Santa Clara USD

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:b3d2d63d-8214-32ff-9671-fee062af63a0


Scope and Sequence
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The What: Lessons in a core class such 
as Language Arts or Social Studies 

▶ 6th- Learning About Self

� Interest Profiler 

� Saved Careers 

▶ 7th- Career Exploration

� Career Search 

� Research 

▶ 8th- Getting Ready for High School  

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Schoolwide College & Career Ready

▶ English:
◢ 9-11: Academic Planner
◢ 12: Launch MVC Application

▶ Math: 
◢ 9-12: College Research Presentation 
◢ 9-12: College Research Worksheets 

▶ Social Science:
◢ 10 – Multiple Intelligences  and Worksheet
◢ 11 – Do What You Are  and Worksheet
◢ 12 – Launch FAFSA (Counselors Facilitate) 

▶ Science: 
◢ 9-12: Career Research 
◢ 9-12: Career Research Worksheets 

▶ World Language/Business/VAPA/Other: 
◢ 9-12: Journal Entries
◢ 9-12: CCGI Notes Worksheet

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2023 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2ffile%2fd%2f1R-UROms3gdshNwYkeu1Ud2syjSbIG4Yv%2fview%3fusp%3dsharing&c=E,1,5hLCR8I_zypJI7_UNOz9KcyJo0Cw49azpG75JyinA8jVL8hXCQKSLMHBOeD-nVa4JEk10SYdFQnfmGhyrsi6VtWzBfOkLNFUkF5OZnPTmCSJr3kYmI_ISms,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2ffile%2fd%2f1Hst4DuYCG-icHhZg7V-FoKbqGjA72rit%2fview%3fusp%3dsharing&c=E,1,PMQqwX2Lwc4vOJWaI6lt5KDGKNd-4zoZ6oCZKr2d7TDQnOh4Br0jGAsPxkqQ6I4DBk5lXOkAiEzBsXcrA6HOessyXO6vP2lCuJTvywn9dF-Dum_N&typo=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PAgDZ6aTGrOM9kCwI8BJpN5QlfJZFhZSovsA-Tfb46Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PAgDZ6aTGrOM9kCwI8BJpN5QlfJZFhZSovsA-Tfb46Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qeA9AIVp1Tn5bG8-II8cxtz-XlDAq6LLY5mbOpWr42s/edit?usp=sharing
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1NBIL40yOOLYGP6LvXsMHKF1Bw3gXBF-S&c=E,1,I1JgkXI1hyWpzjbTG6HkvHDg_iPWAsWmFwsDnHiroC0vd-sPjmsWtLG-Rvb34kDBQsdPbDweqn3wyIfZ4t1fpEWN-pILjVodR1OVCe1OsYE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1tDXnkgP1h6X5taWrTdlcA5a6MPulyhsXVY3ZK50jn0I&c=E,1,3uwiVjXw6Zu0kQ7ALBJGP56P-6MOHEj8LZUC5U8gBdeTMLo4TWK2biWzfxX15d7MD204eTCTA5wiYQr8YLAICQG4P5AB1AxmgBGcwdZzDYgQoQSyMfxC&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1pgcubHjMpoyEYVmkc6yYUMq-5jrfk_2B&c=E,1,a71W8CRqIUmSutGkvn1ZKi-8grZYyiLwzsu_HycZvXzlY4z4c47-zDucLSe9GHxZAGekU432nCU5tMDlYxnfjqKmUGZt2Lk9AtKnfJW4MfvSPgLi&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1ELhUf-7dQAHSB0s6zG1xvdr78SiefU8reRjAwnolXy0&c=E,1,7qMS2-4EU08_xwiRpRcFM7BquiJfBhzyNpvTvGMGV39Mbzc3jEMjSJ59sf_f1Ix1ds5Ik8Z8xIoid2U-r5KsiS1svomqzpYZNuG3JVnsiQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1eRlXshMCXSVmEO-yyCeJgI7Q6K0rLF4e&c=E,1,WIwaj6KM-r3p5lQhSgIKnxfFmovOWS3h7FQTtx3gYeFSJ5Sf1G6dp_LkOm3-z1ZUiJQztzi6P7YNAoRU1Ppz5IIJbT_yYjImRV0jBjdR&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fopen%3fid%3d1IbRPfWxp6xU6Ly5s2xKXXGm1lWJhu_ap3NkWKT6ppZU&c=E,1,zsrXi6cQTtsIwjhYSRb0Dd6HSEAqlvIhQnqNa1x63SS4DuojJQpOPjGlVyYYcNUEBpe1nzCdcUsleuHb_5GkyTfuw_lV3p2YU_G1iCduKzZs938,&typo=1
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Positive Practice Spotlight
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Murrieta Valley USD

Rachel Sliffe
Counselor

Dorothy McElhinney Middle School

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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Experience CaliforniaColleges.edu platform functionalities from the 
Educator perspective like you saw in the demonstration.

Educator Account

User Name: opencounselor@demo.edu    

Password: Pass12345 

Demo Account

Platform Demonstration

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
mailto:opencounselor@demo.edu


Questions?



Help and Contact Us
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We’re here to help! Check out the resources below to learn more about 
CaliforniaColleges.edu and get the help you need. 

Resource Hub
Visit our Resource Hub to learn 
more about our tools and how 

to get an account on 
CaliforniaColleges.edu.

Help
Visit our Help section to view 
answers to frequently asked 

questions.

Contact Us
Email our dedicated User 

Support Team for any questions 
you may have about 

CaliforniaColleges.edu.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/help
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/contact-us


Resources - Exit Survey

Scan Me!



Thank You!


